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the cases where the attack of chorea appeared with the 
swelling of the gums previous to the outcoming of the 
teeth, the symptoms ameliorated when the dentition 
became complete. 

Baumel also noted that chorea was most apt to take 
place at the period in life; that is,'between the ages of 
six and fifteen, when dentition of the two great molars, 
occurs; the first appearing from the sixth to the twelfth 
year, and the second from the twelfth to the fourteenth. 

Tedenat remarked that this period of life was not 
given over entirely to the development and appearance 
of the teeth, but an important process of evolution and 
development was going on in the ovaries, the uterus, the 
testicles, which was to bring about a remarkable change 
in these organs incident and previous to their taking on 
reproductive activity. 

Gilis thought that chorea was a neurosis, which de¬ 
pended for its appearance on two great factors: first, a 
soil prepared by the inheritancy of certain predilections 
and diathesis; and, second, some trouble in the evolution 
of the organism, which is the determining cause. In 
this connection he had noticed that chorea was more apt 
to occur in young girls at the time of puberty; and with¬ 
out overlooking the influence of dentition at this time, 
he thought that the utero-ovarian evolution at this time 
exercised a far greater influence upon the general organ¬ 
ism than did the evolution of dentition (Rev. gdn. de 
m<§d. de chirurg. et d’obstet., April 27, 1892). J. C. 

BERI-BERI: ITS CAUSATION AND TREAT¬ 
MENT. 

Scott (Practitioner, May, 1892). In the above-quoted 
paper Dr. Scott gives the results of his experience in the 
study and treatment of beri-beri as he has seen it among 
the Chinese coolies. He discusses the subject clinically, 
and to some extent theoretically, and attempts to point 
out that disease, looked at from the clinical side, appears, 
to arise from an altered condition of the blood, associated 
with excessive acidity, and that the symptoms are caused 
by this acidity or by the presence of an alkaloid having 
an action similar to that of muscarine. 

The conclusions that he arrives at are shortly stated 
as follows: 

We may attribute beri-beri, consistently with all the 
available evidence, to a blood change, with symptoms 
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attributable to the presence of an alkaloidal or an 
extractive substance and to an excessive acidity of the 
blood. The mode of production of this substance has 
not yet been finally ascertained. While it is possible 
that beri-beri is caused by a change per se in the consti¬ 
tution of the blood, resulting in the formation of a specific 
poison, it is equally if not more probable that this poison 
is the product of a micro-organism which finds in the 
blood, after exposure to certain climatic and meteoro¬ 
logical conditions, a suitable nidus. All the conditions 
under which beri-beri occurs are more or less favorable 
to the supposition that an asomycetes (Lacerda) which 
may exist in the soil or may be connected with the food 
(rice or fish) is the real cause of the disease. But others 
attribute it to a diplococus (Pekelharing), a bacillus 
(Ogata) a spirillum (Taylor). This micro-organism may, 
so long as it exists only in the blood, cause wet beri-beri. 
It generates a poison which acts like muscarine and orig¬ 
inates an excessive activity along with disordered action 
of the sweat glands and kidneys. At the commence¬ 
ment of the disease this poison may be eliminated by 
oxidation by means of iron or by improved general 
metabolism. In later stages it is best neutralized by 
potash and ammonia, and it may be excreted by stimula¬ 
tion of the urinary tubules, while its specific action is 
counteracted on the blood-vessels by the means of atro¬ 
pine, and oedema is prevented. The accumulation of the 
poison can also be prevented by restoring the sweat 
glands to their proper activity. After a more prolonged 
infection a chronic neuritis is set up, as described by 
Scheuba, Ogata and others, accompanied by the usual 
parsesthesia and anaesthesia, and by paresis of the various, 
peripheral nerves, of the phrenics, vagus, etc. In these 
later stages this neuritis is very similar to that caused 
by poisoning by bisulphide of carbon, alcohol, etc.; and 
the noxious substance no longer causes any symptoms of 
blood degenerations. The treatment then required is 
only that for the neuritis and debility. 

Microscopically, the author has seen in the popliteal 
nerve of a case of dry beri-beri an interstitial infiltration, 
consisting of a few scattered foci of small cells, showing 
abundant nuclei, but not of sufficient extent as to be 
called pronounced interstitial neuritis. The dorsal spinal 
cord of another case showed the similar appearance; that 
is, a few small foci of proliferating cells. In this case 
there was also congestion of the vessels of the kidney. 
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and the secreting epithelium showed cloudy swelling and 
some fatty degeneration. In neither case was it possible 
to see a micro-organism or microphyte. 

The three generally recognized conditions as associ¬ 
ated with the development of beri-beri are: i. Defective 
dietary. 2. The presence of decaying matter, especially 
vegetable. 3. Dry and hot weather. J. C. 

THYROID GRAFTING. 

In the May number of the “Edinburgh Medical Jour¬ 
nal,” Macpherson reports a case of myxoedema treated 
by thyroid grafting. The patient had been under obser¬ 
vation for about eighteen months, and had suffered from 
symptoms pointing to the disease for upward of four 
years. 

The results of the operation were as follows: 

1. Within twelve hours there was such a marked 
mental improvement in the patient as to be noticeable by 
every person who came in contact with her. She became 
talkative, cheerful, answered questions readily, and the 
mental reflex which was formerly so slow, became altered 
and quickened. Her intelligence and spontaneity mark¬ 
edly increased. Her speech, however, remained slow and 
drawling. 

2. The average daily temperature for seven days after 
the operation was 99 0 , and for nineteen days after 98.9°. 

3. The average daily quantity of urine passed for 
nineteen days after the operation was 41 ounces. 

4. The fear at night, the melancholia, and the delu¬ 
sions disappeared on the day following the operation 
and have not since returned. 

5. The vertical headache, which had been more or 
less persistent for three years, has not since been present. 

6. The anaemic condition has been removed. 

7. The skin is now softer; smoother, and the hair not 
so dry. 

•8. The quantity of urine passed has increased to aver¬ 
age 52 ounces per diem. 

9. Menstruation, which had for three years been 
irregular, is now regular, and of three days’ duration. 

In conclusion he does not claim that the operation 
has removed the myxoedematous condition, but it has 
relieved the symptoms, and he believes that this alleviation 
will continue. The author is of the opinion, also, that 
the almost instantaneous relief of some of the prominent 



